Let us transport you into our imaginative world, where the impossible is just our everyday.
THE POWER OF IMAGINATION
For 55 years The Australian Ballet has been powered by the imagination of our artists and creators. In 2018 we present an exciting program drawn exclusively from works that were made for our company, alongside two world premieres.
I remember the first time I danced in The Merry Widow. I was so proud to be part of a ballet that holds such a special place in our history. This year, a new generation of dancers will have that same thrill as they interpret the joy and romance of this glorious ballet.
Maina Gielgud's production of Giselle, part of our Melbourne spring season, has toured the globe and is recognised as one of the greatest stagings of this Romantic classic. Alexei Ratmansky's vibrant and original Cinderella, returning after its triumphant London debut in 2016, will be a Christmas treat for Sydney.
Australian choreographers are the lifeblood of our company's creativity. This year we celebrate the inspiration they have given us to soar higher and dig deeper. Graeme Murphy, who joined The Australian Ballet as a dancer 50 years ago, has built a thrilling choreographic legacy that fuels the imagination of both audiences and dancers. Murphy, our tribute to him, will lead us on an exciting journey through highlights of his career, culminating in a revival of his award-winning Firebird.
Resident Choreographers Stephen Baynes and Tim Harbour keep our dancers challenged with their innovative works. In Verve, we match the cool lyricism of Baynes' Constant Variants with the brooding intensity of Harbour's Filigree and Shadow. After her 2016 mainstage debut, the evocative Little Atlas, company dancer Alice Topp will create a new work for this program.
Since powering onto our stages in 1978, Spartacus has captured our hearts, displaying the boldness and physicality of our dancers. In 2018 we will see a fresh flame ignited as Lucas Jervies premieres his brand-new production of this immortal story of a slave battling for his freedom.
Revolution and revelry, romance and revenge: the 2018 season celebrates the genius of our choreographers, the artistry of our dancers and the rare skill of our musicians and artisans. We look forward to welcoming you into our world in 2018.
David McAllister AM Artistic Director

WELCOME TO 2018 THE POWER OF IMAGINATION
Principal Partner
OUR DANCERS
Our dancers convey complex storytelling and emotional depth through the power of movement.
They prepare for their careers from childhood and work six days a week to polish technique, develop their artistry and hone their bodies to peak fitness.
They are equally at home with the rigours of classical technique and the fresh challenges of contemporary dance, and bring to their art form a bold, athletic beauty. Let this reawakened classic transport you into "a magic dream".
CREDITS
FIREBIRD
Concept and choreography
"The production offers a gold-class experience and the magical escape that will forever draw so many audiences to the fairytale world of ballet."
-HERALD SUN A young girl falls for an aristocrat in disguise. When she realises his deception, the shock sends her mad and she dies. Raised from her grave by the vengeful Queen of the Wilis, she must summon all her tenderness and strength to save her lover from destruction.
CREDITS
Maina Gielgud's celebrated production, with Peter Farmer's atmospheric designs, brings out the emotional nuances of this poignant story and the purity of its Romantic technique.
As the choreographer George Balanchine said, "Like Hamlet, Giselle is a classic: it is not only important historically, it also happens to be good." " ... uniquely Australian zeal … it has heart, story and an emotional truth." 
SPARTACUS THE JOURNEY OF A HERO
New productions are vital to our company, and being a part of creating a new ballet is a special and rewarding journey. In 2014, many of you came together and supported David McAllister's vision for the extraordinary new production of The Sleeping Beauty by making a gift. Together, you made your mark on stage by creating an iconic Australian masterwork that our dancers are now proudly presenting to the world.
This year, we invite you to join us as we create Spartacus. This new production will showcase the athleticism and dynamic Australian style of our dancers, giving them another opportunity to delight audiences at home and across the world.
Your generous gifts will go directly to the stage, bringing to life the many costumes, sets and props that will be made in-house by our team of skilled artisans.
"I can't wait to begin this very special creative journey, and I look forward to sharing it with you as it unfolds."
LUCAS JERVIES, CHOREOGRAPHER
YOUR AMAZING GENEROSITY UNDERPINS OUR SUCCESS CREATE SPARTACUS WITH US
BECOME A SPARTACUS BALLET CHAMPION BY MAKING A GIFT WITH YOUR SEASON PACKAGE
A Spartacus Ballet Champion plays a significant role in bringing this new production to the stage. Gain a rare and exclusive perspective into the creative process on the road to the world premiere. Your support through a gift of $100 or more will be recognised on our website and in our annual report. In addition, gifts of $1,000 or more are recognised in our souvenir programs.
Thank you for your loyalty and dedication. 
THE SLEEPING BEAUTY
The pinnacle of ballet music in the 19th century, The Sleeping Beauty not only tells the story virtually on its own, but is a musical exploration of complicated abstract concepts like good and evil, emotional maturity and adult responsibility. Tchaikovsky uses every compositional technique: inventive orchestrations, hit melody after hit melody, a harmonic architecture which is the dramatic architecture. The work is breathtaking, and inspired generations of composers to view ballet as far more than superficial narrative entertainment.
GISELLE
Created by the French composer Adolphe Adam in 1841,
Giselle is one of the earliest examples of a narrative ballet with purpose-written music (as opposed to music pieced together from other existing works). To a very limited extent it does use musical themes to represent characters and dramatic development, but primarily the music 'underscores' the action, creating happy dance scenes and poignant, reflective ones, with the occasional moment of brass-andtimpani doomsday darkness. Adam's score is as simple and innocent as the main protagonist.
SPARTACUS
The centrepiece of our 2018 season is a new production of Spartacus. The music was composed in 1954 by Aram Khachaturian. He was the first Armenian composer to write for silent films, and many of his works have a cinematic feel. Spartacus has a genuinely epic, heroic quality worthy of Hollywood. There is no existing music from the era of the historical Spartacus, and Khachaturian didn't even try to write music in the style of a particular epoch. Instead, he used his imagination to create a sound world appropriate to the tale. The richness and exoticism of the score is reminiscent of colours used by composers like Ravel and Debussy, but there is a distinctively Armenian flair.
CINDERELLA
Sergei Prokofiev's Cinderella is one of the 20th century's greatest works of art. Prokofiev, whose natural compositional style always contained elements of dark irony and satire, found a perfect vehicle for these qualities in Cinderella. It has a harmonic architecture worthy of Tchaikovsky that shapes the entire dramatic action, and musical themes, representing characters, which grow and transform as the characters do, as their thoughts and emotions develop throughout the piece.
THE MUSIC OF 2018 MUSIC DIRECTOR AND CHIEF CONDUCTOR NICOLETTE FRAILLON TAKES US THROUGH THE SEASON'S SCORES
